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SUPPORT FOR THE AMENDMENTS 
Claims 5, 6, 9 and 10 have been amended to remove multiple dependencies. Claim 5 
has also been amended for clarity. Newly-added Claims 1 1-20 are supported by the 
specification and the original claims. No new matter is believed to have been added to the 
present application by the amendments submitted above. 
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REMARKS 

Claims 1-20 are pending. Favorable reconsideration is respectfully requested. 

The present invention relates to an optical recording medium comprising, inter alia: 

a substrate, 

a noble-metal oxide layer provided on the substrate, 

a first dielectric layer provided on a light-incidence plane side when viewed from the 
noble-metal oxide layer 

and a second dielectric layer provided on the side opposite to the light-incidence plane 
when viewed from the noble-metal oxide player. 

See Claim 1 and Claim 7 (directed to a method of making an optical recording medium). 

An important aspect of the invention is the layer of a noble-metal oxide on the 
substrate. 

The rejections of the claims under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) or §103(a) over Miura et al. are 
respectfully traversed. Miura et al. fail to disclose or suggest the claimed optical recording 
medium. 

Miura et al. disclose an optical recording medium. See the Abstract. 

While the reference discloses the use of noble metals in layer 22, layer 22 does not 
contain noble-metal oxides as claimed. This is shown in paragraph [61] of the reference in 
the formula (Sb x Tei_ x )i_ y M y . As described in paragraph [62], M may be Ag or Pd, which are 
noble metals. However, as clearly shown in the formula in paragraph [61], those elements 
are present as the metal, and not a metal oxide. 

Miura et al. also disclose a reflective film in paragraph [71]. The film may contain 
Ag and Al. That reflective film may also contain Au, Pd and Pt as an additive. However, as 
with layer 22, these elements are in the form of the metal, and not a metal oxide. 
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In fact, nowhere does Miura et al. disclose or suggest the use of a noble-metal oxide 
in the optical recording medium described therein. 

In view of the foregoing, Miura et al fail to disclose or suggest the claimed optical 
recording medium. Accordingly, Claims 1-20 are not anticipated by or obvious over that 
reference. Withdrawal of these grounds of rejection is respectfully requested. 

Applicants submit that the present application is in condition for allowance. Early 
notice to this effect is earnestly solicited. 
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